THE CHIEFS 

Albert Wilson’s 
return a spark 
for Chiefs’ 


sagging offense w 


CHOW TOWN 

How to mix 
yourself a tasty 
craft cocktail 


while 


on a plane m 


VOLUME 138, No. 73 
STAY CONNECTED KANSASCITY.COM 


FACEBOOK.COM/KANSASCITYSTAR 
TWITTER.COM/KCSTAR 


KEEPING YOU 
CONNECTED 


| WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 29 2017 


Cloudy 
°/AN? See 6B 


$2 


THE KANSAS CITY STAR. 


KANSASCITY.COM 


SUSAN WALSH AP 


President Donald Trump, center, flanked by Sen. John Barrasso, R-Wyo., left, and Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, right, waves 
as he walks on Capitol Hill in Washington on Tuesday. 


Senate Republican tax plan clears 
hurdle with help 


BY MIKE DEBONIS, ERICA WERNER 
AND DAMIAN PALETTA 


Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 

The Republican effort to 
rewrite the tax code surged 
forward Tuesday, as a Senate 
panel approved the measure 
and several wavering law- 
makers signaled they are lean- 
ing toward backing the bill. 

The Senate Budget Commit- 
tee voted 12-11 to send the $1.4 


trillion tax package to the Sen- 
ate floor for a vote later this 
week. That margin was in 
doubt up until the votes were 
cast because two Republicans, 
Sens. Bob Corker of Tennessee 
and Ron Johnson of Wisconsin, 
had threatened to oppose it. 
But Corker said he had 
reached an agreement with 
GOP leaders to add a mecha- 
nism that would limit the tax 
plan’s impact on the debt, and 
Johnson said he would vote to 


back the bill in the committee 
to keep the process moving. 

“T was able to work out 
something that is fairly satis- 
fying to me,” Corker said. 

His support for the bill now 
appears far more certain, while 
Johnson’s stance remains in 
doubt. Johnson did not say his 
concerns about the tax pack- 
age have been resolved, and he 
has a chilly relationship with 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky. 


from 2 holdouts 


The budget committee vote 
came just minutes after Presi- 
dent Donald Trump met with 
Senate Republicans on Capitol 
Hill and offered numerous 
concessions to win over skepti- 
cal members. Importantly, he 
promised Sen. Susan Collins, 
R-Maine that he would support 
continuing federal subsidies to 
help lower-income Americans 
afford health coverage if the 
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Armed man in Costco left behind little 
family, was living in his long-haul truck 


BY JOE ROBERTSON 
AND ROBERT A. CRONKLETON 


jrobertson@kcstar.com 


The screaming man with a 
gun who terrorized fleeing 
customers in a Lenexa Costco 
on Sunday morning was a trac- 
tor-trailer driver who, like many 
long-haul truckers, apparently 


lived in the cab of his truck. 

Ronald O. Hunt, 58, left his 
truck for the last time in the 
Costco parking lot when — for 
reasons still unknown to in- 
vestigators — he walked 
menacingly into the store 
where he eventually was 
gunned down inside by an off- 
duty lawman. 


“Tt does not appear that he 
had any specific targets,” said 
Lenexa Police Public Relations 
Officer Danny Chavez. 

Although many witnesses 
said Hunt threatened them with 
his gun, there is not yet any 
indication that Hunt ever fired 
his weapon, Chavez said. 

“His actual motive — why 


that Costco, why that time, 
what he was intending to do — 
we're still trying to learn that,” 
Chavez said. 

Hunt has proved to be a mys- 
tery so far for investigators, 
who struggled to locate any 
relatives to let any family know 
that Hunt had been killed. 

Late Monday police finally 
located a relative in California, 
but the person had not had any 
contact with Hunt for a long 
time, Chavez said. “They were 
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Frank 
White, 
county 
legislators 
clash on 
jail safety 


BY MIKE HENDRICKS 
mhendricks@kcstar.com 


County legislators on Tuesday 
accused Jackson County Exec- 
utive Frank White of failure to 
adequately address ongoing 
security issues at the county jail. 

In their first meeting since an 
inmate’s brutal attack on a jail 
guard last week, some legisla- 
tors vented their frustrations at 
White and the people he has 
running the jail. 

Most who spoke up ques- 
tioned whether White was work- 
ing quickly enough to make the 
jail safer in the short term as a 
long-term solution is consid- 
ered. 

“There needs to be specific 
action to see that that never 
happens again,” Alfred Jordan 
said. 

Others expressed concern that 
planning for a new jail would be 
delayed by White’s recent for- 
mation of a new study group 
after two consultant reports 
have already detailed the jail’s 
shortcomings and suggested 
plans of action. 

“We've got a jail in crisis,” 
Dennis Waits said. “I think this 
is the wrong approach.” 

County Prosecutor Jean 
Peters Baker had similar 
concerns when she wrote White 
on Monday to say she would 
decline to serve on the jail task 
force. 

Legislator Crystal Williams 
said someone needs to be held 
accountable. 

As Corrections Director Joe 
Piccinini looked on from the 
audience seating area, Williams 
asked White why Piccinini and 
his management team haven’t 
been replaced considering the 
number of security breakdowns 
in the two years since Piccinini 
took over. 

The list includes female and 
male detainees being sexually 
assaulted by other inmates, 
multiple corrections officers 
being beaten and at least one 
woman dying in custody after 
family members said she re- 
ceived inadequate medical care. 

Without citing those partic- 
ulars or singling out Piccinini by 
name, Williams said at any 
other organization heads would 
roll after so much bad news. 

“It’s maddening,” she said. 


SEE JAIL, 10A 


IN DEPTH 


A REINVENTION 
FOR THE LOOP 


Planners looking into a 
major reinvention of the 
north side of Kansas 
City’s downtown 

loop. 16A 


JENEE OSTERHELDT 


SURVIVORS ARE 
NEVER TO BLAME 


Angela Lansbuty, 92, says 
women are partly to 
blame for their own 
sexual assault. She’s a 
victim blamer. 16A 


LOCAL 


GREITENS BROKE 
LAW, SUIT SAYS 


A lawsuit claims Gov. 
Eric Greitens broke the 
law when removing a 
Missouri State Board of 
Education member. 4A 


LOCAL 


TRUMP JR. IN 
OVERLAND PARK 


Kris Kobach, Kansas’ 
secretary of state, was 
joined Tuesday by 
Donald Trump Jr. at a 
campaign fundraiser. 5A 
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